POLAND AT THE DEATH OF BOLESLAW III.
were rewarded with lands, and with captives to cultivate
them; nevertheless either might be reclaimed at die
King's pleasure. The officers charged by the King with
the joint functions of judge, policeman, and tax-collector,
instead of wages in coin or kind, received often the right
of usufruct or temporary enjoyment of the rent and pro-
duce of certain lands. In a subsequent period of Polish
history, however, with the gradual weakening of die
monarch's power, the persons in enjoyment of these
rights and dignities grew more and more powerful, and
exacted fresh privileges and immunities, until their serfs
became completely dependent on them.
Administration was facilitated by the division of the
country into towns (grody) or strongholds under the
governorship of castellans, assisted by judges, treasurers,
and bailiffs. Each castcllany was subdivided into a
number of wards (opole) administered by an officer,
called in Polish zupan. The basis and backbone of the
population were free peasants, whose liberties were
subject only to the King's power and pleasure. In ac-
knowledgment of the lands they occupied and cultivated
these peasants paid tribute and rendered any other services
required by the King. They were not bound to a par-
ticular estate or holding, and at their will could leave
one district and settle elsewhere.
The frequent wars of this period, however, caused the
creation of a new class of unfree persons in the State.
This slave class consisted of prisoners taken in battle,
and were the personal property of the King and his high
officers. Forming thus an object of sale and bargain,
these chattel-slaves were employed either on personal or
public services, and were mainly set to till the soil in the
neighbourhood of towns and military encampments.
The wars of Boleslaw the Brave thus filled the country
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